108 West Maple Street
Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin
Thank you for worshiping with us. May God bless your day!

January 2/3, 2021

After hearing his words, some of the people said, “This is truly the
Prophet.” Others said, “This is the Christ.”
John 7:40-41

Second Sunday after Christmas

St. Peter’s Ev. Lutheran Church

January 2/3, 2021

We Exist to Share Christ!
TO OUR VISITORS: Thank you for joining us for our worship today. It is a pleasure to have you with
us and please come again soon. May God bless you through this celebration!
IF YOUR CHILD becomes restless during the service, you are welcome to make use of the nursery
which is located just off the front entryway to the church.
HEARING LOOP devices available or please set hearing aid to telecoil.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION about St. Peter’s and its activities, please speak with one
of the pastors to arrange an appointment or call the church office at 920-743-4431 during the week.

Please Note New Seating Arrangement: Pews for seating are available every third pew and
are clearly marked for each service to provide social distancing. Look for which pew is used for the
service you are attending (Sat at 5, Sun at 7:30, or 10:05.) Thank You.

Our Communion Practice:
We practice “member” communion, also called “close” communion. If you are a guest
and are not yet a member of our fellowship/congregation, we invite you to learn more
about us before joining us at the communion table. To learn more about our faith and
fellowship, speak with either pastor.
If you are a member of St. Peter’s or one of our sister congregations of the Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran
Synod and wish to commune, please make out a communion card from the pew and hand it to the
usher at communion. Thank you!

The Season of Christmas
Christmas isn’t over. The Church’s continues the celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord during
the twelve days of Christmas and concludes on January 6 with the Feast of the Epiphany.
SILENT PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP:
Dear Gracious Father, thank You for fulfilling Your promise to send Your Son to be our Savior.
Help us stay connected to Your word every day in this New Year so that our faith may increase
as we wait for Jesus to return! In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Order of Service for

Christmas II





THE ORDER OF SERVICE
Opening Hymn 34 – Now Sing We, Now Rejoice

Please stand.
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INVOCATION
M:
C:

..

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you
And also with you.


CONFESSION
M:
All:

1 JOHN 1:8-9

God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You
in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my
sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

ABSOLUTION
M:

JOHN 20:21-23

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.


C:

PRAYER AND PRAISE

Kyrie

M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for the courage
to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in Your
tender care.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY___________________________

___________________________ _

.

M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, You have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and
lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all that we do; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Please be seated.
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God’s Word
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON

MICAH 5:2-5a
The Savior to come from Bethlehem

1

Now, gather the troops, you daughter of troops. A siege is laid against us. With a rod they will
strike the judge of Israel on the cheek. 2 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small
among the clans of Judah, from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel.
His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity.3 Therefore the LORD will give
them up, until the time when the woman who is in labor bears a child. Then the remaining
survivors from his brothers will return to the people of Israel.4 He will stand and shepherd with
the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. They will dwell
securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the earth. 5 This one will be their peace.

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 148
Christian Worship page 121

Praise the LORD from the heavens,*
praise him in the heights above.
Praise him, all his angels,*
praise him, all his heavenly hosts.
Praise him, sun and moon,*
praise him, all you shining stars.
Refrain
6

Praise the LORD from the earth,*
lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding,
you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,*
wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds,
kings of the earth and all rulers on earth,*
young men and maidens, old men and children.
Let them praise the name of the LORD,*
for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON

HEBREWS 2:10-18
The Savor is born to die

10

Certainly it was fitting for God (the one for whom and through whom everything exists), in
leading many sons to glory, to bring the author of their salvation to his goal through
sufferings. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified all have one Father. For
that reason, he is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12 He says: I will declare your name to my
brothers. Within the congregation I will sing your praise.13 And again: I will trust in him. And
again: Here I am and the children God has given me.14 Therefore, since the children share flesh
and blood, he also shared the same flesh and blood, so that through death he could destroy the
one who had the power of death (that is, the Devil) 15 and free those who were held in slavery all
their lives by the fear of death. 16 For surely he was not concerned with helping angels but with
helping Abraham’s offspring. 17 For this reason, he had to become like his brothers in every way,
in order that he would be a merciful and faithful high priest in the things pertaining to God, so
that he could pay for the sins of the people. 18 Indeed, because he suffered when he was
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
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VERSE OF THE DAY

PSALM 98:3b

Alleluia. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Alleluia

Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel

THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY

JOHN 7:40-43
The Savior Fulfills the Promise

40

After hearing his words, some of the people said, “This is truly the Prophet.” 41 Others said,
“This is the Christ.” But some said, “Surely the Christ does not come from Galilee, does
he? 42 Doesn’t the Scripture say that the Christ comes from David’s descendants and from the
little town of Bethlehem where David lived?” 43 So the people were divided because of him.
M:

The Gospel of our Lord.

Please be seated
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Hymn 65 – O Little Town of Bethlehem
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SERMON

MICAH 5:1-5a

He Will Be Our Peace
Please stand.

STATEMENT OF FAITH

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
Eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

Offering Our Gifts of Love to the Lord
(Offering plates are located in the entryways to the sanctuary. You may mail your gifts to our church
office or securely contribute online through a link found on our website – stpeterslutheran.net.)
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PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER

MATTHEW 6:9-13

Our Father in Heaven
Hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S SUPPER

THE SACRAMENT
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP page 33

M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. When the time had fully come, he sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Now
have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His
Christ. To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory for ever and ever:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

SANCTUS

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
the new testament in My blood, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

AGNUS DEI

Please be seated

Private Prayer before Communion (Christian Worship, p. 10)
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table. But You are the friend of sinners, and You will
not cast me out. This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is Your blood,
which purifies me from all guilt. At Your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S HOLY SUPPER
Private Prayer after Communion (Christian Worship, p. 10)
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood. You
have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in You as a branch remains in
the vine. Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory.
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Communion Hymn 53 – To Shepherds as They Watched by Night

Please stand
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THANKSGIVING

M:

Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised You here may
glorify You in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of Your Son may long
for His coming again, and that all who have received in His true body and blood the pledge
of Your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
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Closing Hymn 346 – In You Is Gladness
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Assistants in Worship (Jan. 2/3)
Preacher – Pastor Carl Schroeder
Liturgist – Pastor Joel Sauer
Organist – Char Brauer
Broadcast – James Flinn

Dec. 19/20
Weekend Offerings: $11,341.97 Missions: $690
Building: $1,065 Midweek Advent 3: $1,373
Christmas
Eve - $6,088 Day - $3,623
Dec. 26/27
Weekend Offerings: $9,490.05 Missions: $270 Building - $1,050

The Radio Broadcast is sponsored by The Quam Family in memory of Roger Quam who was
called home one year ago.

The Worship Folder is sponsored in gratitude for the 40th Wedding Anniversary of Ted and Dee
Chaudoir which was Dec 26, 2020. Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

This Week at St. Peter’s
Sunday
(3)
7:30 /10:05 AM
Worship w/Comm.
10:05 AM Worship
Broadcast Online /
Radio
8:45 AM Bible
Study: The
Parable of
Jesus

Mon
(4)

Tues
(5)

Wed
(6)

Thurs
(7)

6:30 AM
Bible Study
at St. Peter’s
Social Hall

Fri
(8)

Saturday
(9)

Sunday
(10)

5:00 PM
Worship

7:30 /10:05 AM
Worship
10:05 AM Worship
Broadcast Online /
Radio

5:6:30pm
6-8 grade
Catechism

8:45 AM Bible
Study: The Parable
of Jesus

6:30pm-8pm
Foundations
Bible Study at
St. Peter’s
Social Hall
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Church News
Current Bible Studies:
Sundays:
Wednesdays:

8:45 – 9:45 am6:30 – 7:00 am
6:30 – 8:00pm

The Parable of Jesus (taught by Pastor Sauer) Social Hall
Breakfast Bible Study in St. Peter’s Social Hall. Beginning
Esther (taught by Pastor Enstad) Social Hall
The Foundations (taught by Leland Nelson) Social Hall

Annual Reports Annual reports are due in the office by Monday, January 11. The annual meeting
is January 31.

Sunday School Continues this Sunday Parents, we encourage you get materials for your
children which are available on the table in the Sun room and the whole family can grow in faith
together. Christ Light Sunday School LESSON VIDEOS–for each week are available. For details, visit
https://online.nph.net/ss-at-home

Thank you for monetary gifts for church Christmas decorations
Gail Petersen; Bill & Susan Karas; Larry & Mary Maas; Mike & Char
Brauer; In loving memory of Bud & Edith Schmidt and David Schrank by
their family; In memory of Bob Luethge by Bev Luethge; Kelly, Haddie,
& Brianna Dahm-Schartner; Janet Gilson; In memory of Everett Roberts
& Tina Kuecker by Eileen Roberts; In memory of Gerald Graf & Paul &
Mabel Anschutz by Betty & Paul Graf; In loving memory of Anthony
Schmelzer by Ruth Schmelzer & family; Dorathy Christianson; On his
first Christmas in heaven in memory of Robert Dvorak by his daughter,
Judy Dvorak-Fish & granddaughter, McKenzie; In memory of Marty
Schram from his sisters, June & Pam; Dennis & Grace Bergene; Harold
Forbes & family in memory of Barbara Forbes; In memory of Vernon M.
Bretl by his wife & family; Chuck & Deb Cihlar; and Richard & Lisa Carmody.

American Red Cross Blood will be at St. Peter’s Please support the American Red Cross
in their next blood drive to be held at January 4 (noon-6pm) & 5th (9-3pm). The drive will be held
in the gym. Please call 1-800-733-2767 to schedule a donation appointment. Masks are
required.

New Usher Schedule The new usher schedule is in the usher’s cabinet in the Narthex.
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Last Opportunity for Christmas Giving Tree The last opportunity to give to mission work
through the Giving Trees will be this weekend. The Giving Tree gives you a wonderful opportunity to
contribute to any of the following missions, organizations, and institutions: African Missions, Native
American Missions, Germany Mission, Campus Ministry, Christian Life Resources, Manitowoc
Lutheran High School, Martin Luther College, St. Peter’s Building Fund, St. Peter’s Hot Lunch
Program, St. Peter’s School, St. Peter’s Tuition Assistance, St. Peter’s Youth Group, Wisconsin
Lutheran Child and Family Services, Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, and Institutional Ministries.
Simply write your check payable to St. Peter’s with the name of your selected mission, organization or
institution on the check or envelope and place it in the Christmas box next to the tree. Then take an
ornament out of the basket for each mission, you wish to support and hang them on the tree. Let’s fill
the tree with ornaments!

“Sing to the Lord with a New Song(book)”
Update: Thank you to all those who have already made
donations for this project. We have received $12,533 to
date. This is above what we needed ($12,000) to cover the
cost of books and technology for the screens. Praise God!!
If you would still like to contribute to the hymnal project, please do so. Additional contributions will
allow us to provide hymnals for the school. Envelopes are now available at both church entrances
for gifts toward the hymnal. Please make sure to include your name and any memorial/honor
designations that you would like included. Donations can be put in the offering plates or sent to the
Church Office. The new hymnals are scheduled to be available in January, 2022. Each hymnal will be
$24. If you have any questions, contact the church office for more information.

Thank You During the Christmas season it takes many, many people working very hard to get
everything done in the church. From the decorations to the special music, the many bulletins (created
and assembled), the children’s Christmas Service, the many broadcasts, all the clean up before and
after all of the events as well as all people behind the scenes. God’s house is beautiful, the music has
been heavenly and your participation has been a blessing. To all of you (you know who you are and so
do we) we want to say thank you.

Hat/Mitten Tree A member has generously donated hats & mittens to be distributed to those
who need them. Feel free to help yourself to what you can use or share with someone who can. Do
you knit or crochet? If so, feel free to donate to the tree as well. You may place them on the tree or
drop them off outside Kary's office and she will add them!
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GriefShare, Someone you know is hurting. Tell them about this
group. The loss of a loved one is one of the most difficult experiences
we will face in our earthly lives. GriefShare can help. During the 13weeks, topics such as: why do I feel the way I feel, the journey of grief,
lessons of grief, grief and my relationships, why, and heaven are discussed in an open, confidential
setting with others that are suffering just as you are. We will begin on January 21 at 6:30 pm, in the
church library. This caring ministry is offered to everyone in the community that needs a shoulder to
lean on during these difficult times. Call the Church Office for more information. Pre-registration not
required, use the Larch Street entrance in the back of the church and follow the signs.

2021 Offering Envelopes are available on the tables next to the library. Please pick up your
envelopes and those of your family members and/or friends if they are not currently attending church
in person and you are able to deliver them. Thank you for your continued support of your church as
we share Christ together!

The Manitowoc Lutheran Christmas Concert In case you missed the MLHS Virtual
Christmas Concert. You can access the online program, video link, and all of the details by clicking
here (https://manitowoc-lutheran-high-school.finalweb2.finalweb.net/christmas-program-2020) The
wonderful talents of the MLHS Fine Arts students are showcased in this beautiful worship of the
Chirst-child.

St. Peter’s Lutheran School resumes January 4. We hope all had a wonderful and safe
Christmas break and we pray for God’s blessings upon our student’s return to the classrooms.

Our St. Peter’s staff and their families thank all the members who remembered them with
Christmas greetings or gifts, and pray for a blessed New Year for everyone!
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New Bible Study Opportunity
The Foundations
Beginning Wednesday Evening, January 6 from 6:30-8:00 pm
Psalm 11:3 When the foundations are being destroyed,
what can the righteous do?
Have you ever wanted to be able to answer people who
ask about your faith? What do you say to those who don’t
believe in Jesus? What do you say to those who question
whether the Bible is the truth?
Join us for this class that brings us back to our foundation –
God’s Word. This Bible Class will use a DVD series by Ken
Ham that uses modern events to emphasize biblical answers to today’s most important issues.
What you will take home: Throughout this class you will be given the tools so that you can
confidently respond to those who ask you about your faith and be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. (1 Peter 3:15)
The class will run for 6 weeks with the following topics:
 Jan. 6 and 13 - The Relevance of Genesis
 Jan. 20 and 27 – Always Ready (Preparing to talk with others about faith)
 Feb. 3 and 10 – Revealing the Unknown God (Sharing your faith)
The class starts on Wednesday, January 6 at 6:30pm and will meet in the Social Hall at St. Peters.
(Taught by Leland Nelson)
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New Bible Study Opportunity
The Parables of Jesus
Beginning Sunday, January 3 at 8:45 am
The parables of Jesus were stories He told to illustrate spiritual
truths with everyday things. Seeds, fish, trees, bread — things
people could easily relate to.
As we look at the parables we see that the spiritual truths they
illustrate are very relevant today. Some of the truths you will
learn in this study:
• How to be and care for your neighbor
• How to forgive one who has hurt you
• How to grow in your Christian life
• How God enables you to serve your neighbor and Him.
• Much more.
What you will take home: A deeper understanding of how Jesus and His forgiveness affect your
everyday life, as you interact with those around you.
Lessons:
1 – The Good Samaritan – Luke 10:25-37
2 – The Unforgiving Servant – Matthew 18:21-25
3 – Pharisee and Tax Collector – Luke 18:9-14
4 – The Farmer and the Seed – Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
5 – The Rich Man and Poor Lazarus – Matthew 6:19-34
6 – The Tenants – Matthew 21:33-46
7 – The Talents – Matthew 25:14-30
Class starts on Sunday, January 3 at 8:45am (conveniently scheduled in between our Sunday
morning worship.) Drop off the kids at Sunday School, which meets at the same time, and join us.

Join Online: If you are not able to attend class in-person, you can join and
participate with the class by using Zoom. Sign up on your computer/phone by
going to zoom.us and creating an account. Email Pastor Sauer and he will send
you the password to join the meeting (please do so before Sunday mornings).
Thank you!
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Jesus Is the Fulfillment of God’s Promise!
Thank you for worshiping with us. St. Peter’s is a part of a group of more than 1,200
churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). The WELS is a
worldwide church with congregations serving all 50 states and Canada and also serves
over 25 foreign countries through world mission work. If you are new to our area or
looking for a church home, please accept our invitation to meet our pastors (after the
service, or by appointment at your convenience). Please worship with us again.
Worship Services: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 7:30 am & 10:05 am,
Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd weekends

Sunday 10 am Worship Service broadcast live over WDOR, 93.9 FM.
Local Cable Channel 989 broadcasts our weekly service
Wednesdays at 9 am and 6 pm, and Sundays at 10 am and 7 pm.
Time of Grace broadcast Sunday: 6:30 am-WGBA (NBC26)

Restrooms are located near the Maple Street entrance in the parents’ room, the church
basement, and also the education wing. For further directions, please ask an usher.
Pastor Joel T. Sauer
1940 Cedar Circle
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
743-4431, ext. 164
Residence: 920-746-0373
jsauer@stpeterssb.net

Pastor Carl Schroeder
329 N. 18th Place
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
743-4431, ext. 165
Residence: 608-477-3374
cschroeder@stpeterssb.net

Principal Paul Lutze
7 Baraboo Ave.
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
743-4431, ext. 148
Residence: 920-493-0255
plutze@stpeterssb.net

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and School
“We exist to share Christ”
108 W. Maple Street, Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin 54235
Church Office 920-743-4431  School 920-743-4432 www.stpeterslutheran.net  Fax 920-743-5388
“St. Peter’s is a confessional congregation affiliated with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and the
worldwide Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC).”
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